Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

I offer this report on the parish life and finances of Nativity for the fiscal year
July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021. The year has been shaped by the COVID-19
pandemic. Even in the pandemic, we have been blessed.

LITURGY
We had to change plans for the 60th Anniversary of Nativity. No packed church. No fancy dinner. Instead,
our Tailgating Picnic gathered the parish family to enjoy some time together (outside and socially distant).
We marked our Diamond Jubilee with computer bingo, pumpkin toss and other games, trunk or treat, silent
auction, and awesome pulled pork sandwiches. After the isolation of lockdown and closed churches, it was
so good to gather together.
The picnic showed the social side of Nativity. The previous evening, we showed our
spiritual side. Nativity’s 60th Anniversary Mass began with the hymn, “O Come All Ye Faithful.” Yes,
October 23 is a couple months shy of December 25. Yes, the temperature was in the 80s. No, there
was no snow. However, it is always Christmas at Nativity!
That first Mass of Nativity was celebrated on Sunday, October 23, 1960 at the Lake Mary
community center (later the Chamber of Commerce Building) on Country Club Road. Dorothy
Teslo and Curt and Beverly Koschwitz, present at that first Mass in 1960, were with us at our
Diamond Jubilee Mass. So many memories full of faith and love! Generations of families have
grown up at Nativity, the fruit of the faith of those first parishioners. On the date of the official
establishment of the parish, February 28, 2021, we celebrated a Holy Hour with Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament.
During the Year of the Pandemic, we added a second Mass on Saturday evening to allow for social distancing in the pews.
We had ticketed seating for Christmas and Easter Masses. Miraculously, everyone had a seat. By summer 2021, we
returned to our traditional Mass schedule. We even restarted Sunday coffee and donuts.

FAITH FORMAITON
Our High School Youth met online via Zoom on Sunday nights through the pandemic. Jennifer Chellberg, our Youth
Minister, coordinated with St. Stephen’s youth ministry a “Heart at Home” mission week in June 2021 with nearly 50 teens
and 10 adults. “Rather than traveling far away to serve communities in need in another state, the teens were able to see
how they can get involved and serve right here in our local community.” Each morning they
met at St. Stephens for praise and worship, a witness, and small group time. Loaded into
buses, they headed to a homeless outreach center and a school for special needs students.
On their final evening they shared dinner followed by Eucharistic Adoration and the Sacrament
of Penance. Many teens signed up to volunteer at the organizations they served.
The pandemic sped up the shift in Faith Formation from child-centered to parent-centered.
Parents willingly worked with us to help their children continue their faith journeys through
Zoom calls, by attending socially distanced family groups in
the Parish Center, and by taking on the responsibility for their
own “domestic church” at home. The Faith Formation staff and volunteer catechists worked
hard to adjust to new technology and helped keep everyone safe from getting sick by
following health and safety precautions. New studies show that we are on the right track
with our renewed emphasis on forming families in the faith. Children learn what they live
and witnessing their parents’ living relationship with the Lord, being included in daily prayer
and rituals at home, and the entire family participating in the parish are the three elements
essential to forming faith within a family and successfully passing it on from one generation
to the next generation.

MINISTRY
The new Social Concerns Committee arose out of study groups that had reflected on
the bishops’ pastoral letter on racism in light of the May 2020 murder of George Floyd ,
and the pastoral letter Faithful Citizenship leading up to the November 2020 general
elections. Coordinating our annual Lent Project, it raised over $70,000 for Life Choices
Medical Clinic in Altamonte Springs. This amount smashed previous Lent project
collections. In addition to the Lent Project, parishioners donated $24,473 for the poor
and $21,623 for Diocesan collections.

STAFF
Francesca Morales, our part-time receptionist in the parish office, earned her master’s degree in counseling and has taken a
position with a counseling service. David Stabler has picked up her hours in reception. Billy B Williamson’s position has
changed to Director of Liturgy to reflect a liturgy certification through Notre Dame.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
During Fall 2020 when the offertory was uncertain, I made an appeal to certain parishioners for much-needed maintenance
funds. Thanks to their generosity, we collected over $80,000 which helped us to replace four air conditioners, add
landscaping and signage, and get ready for our next project, replacing the leaky roofs on
the rectory, parish office, and parish center.
You might notice in our financial report a one-time expense of $200,000. Bishop Noonan is
building duplexes at San Pedro Retreat Center in Winter Park for retired priests. At his
request, we made the donation from our savings as a token of thanks for the lifetime of
service by our faithful diocesan priests. Amazingly, even with the one-time donation, our
expenses and revenue for the year have come out even. The bottom line is level.
Thank you for making the leap of faith and continuing to set aside a percentage of your
income for the church. Many of you have discovered that you can give online securely and conveniently through our parish
website. Online giving, more than doubling during the pandemic, is more than one-third of the Sunday offertory.
If you receive envelopes, please use them so that we can keep a record which you can use for your tax return. You may be
interested to know that stock donations and IRA distributions given directly to the parish may give you an income tax
deduction and avoid taxes that makes your gift to the parish that much greater.
Financial giving is above all spiritual. "As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God's
varied grace" (1 Peter 4:10). All we have is a gift from God to use for his purposes. Each year, I raise my tithe by one percent.
Somehow, I end up with more than I need—my cup overflows!
As you see, we have been blessed. The Lord is good! I look forward to getting to know you behind your facemasks as we
follow together the way of the Lord.
In Christ,
Father David
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